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i’ork  ms  bogus  on  this  project  on  October  1,  1947,  end  continued  until 
August  31,  1952,  the  closing  date  of  the  o«oirlract>  The  first  year  of  the  con¬ 
tract  was  spent  in  invest i gat ion*  topic, 'Methods  of  Identification  of 

9*- — U— ^Ataolw  for  unitary  Service" •  The  primary  problem  was  the  identic 
floation  of  malingering  on  personality  tests*  One  study  (1)  indicated  that  ths 
psyohogolvonio  reapoase  was  of  little  value  in  the  assessment  of  malingering  on 
personality  test  item*  Another  study  (2)  vas  concerned  with  the  development 
of  a  ley  for  the  Minnesota  Uultiphaaic  Personalty  Inventory,  This  key  was  deal- 
gned  after  both  positive  and  negative  amliagwring  had  been  experimentally  produ- 
cod  and  severed  successfully  to  identify  met  of  the  experimentally  malingered 
UMPX  record* «  The  key  has  been  used  with  tome  success  by  other  investigators  and  * 
la  a  tangible  product  of  posalblo  value  in  Naval  Selection, 

{ 

Ths  second  part  and  major  part  of  the  oentract  period  has  been  devoted  to 
theoretical  and  general  problem  in  relation  to  verbal  behavior  (4)o  Studies  , 
have  been  mad*  of  certain  aspects  of  verbal  behavior  itself  and  of  its  relation- 
chip  to  certain  other  ps  yohologienl  processes*  : 


lo  ijrbal,  ^efaayi^y  jpd  RjtUS^M* 


Ten  experimental  s  tudlos  wore  made  of  the  affects  of  experimentally  » 
increased  associative  strength  on  solutions  to  reasoning  problem  (Maler's 
two-string  and  hat-rack  problem)*  Three  of  the  four  studios  (ft, 12)  produces  I 
positive  results-  Three  studies  (8,10)  wore  concerned  with  the  effect  of 
ii  ab sociati one  on  problem  solutions,  and  two  of  then  produced  significant 
evidence  that  old  association*  influences  problem  solution.  Two  ether  studies 
indicated  th*t  the  ardor  of  words  in  which  a  problem  vas  elated  has  a 
.::itr»ni  infl^ar.oc  .tt:  t> .n  Kind  of  solution  appr  irinr*  meet  frequently  -  Om  • 
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2  .\¥PldM»«=.y .  .Pi  Ssi  iiiia  JJwuaJiit 

An  exploratory  a  tu > t y  was  inane  of  the  Dollard  and  Millar  hypothesis 
Mail  if  h tupping  thinking  of  eoue thing  reduce*  anxiety  than  ■  topping 
thinking  of  that  topic  will  be  lr-arned,,  The  study  (18)  (equivocal 
reunite  yielded., 

3-  YaxM  SiimiacMi 

A  theory  of  attitudes  predicated  on  the  verbal  response  as  a 
mediatin  agency  in  attitudlnal  behavior  was  partially  developed »  In 
accordance  with  this  theory,  a  word  association  tsohniqus  for  the 
measurement  of  attitudes  was  established,.  It  was  successfully  used 
in  the  am  as  are  went  of  certain  Allport-Vernon  values  (9)  and  of 
radical iew-etmeervatisa  (It).  An  attempt  to  measure  authoritarianism- 
squlalltarianiaa  failed,  probably  because  the  criterion  scale  (the 
California  F-aeala)  is  unsatisfactory  (17) ,  An  unreported  atteapt  »m 
made  to  aeaaura  experimentally  indueed  noed^achievaoent  with  this 
technique,  bat  the  results  wsrs  inconclusive* 

in  accordance  with  the  theory  of  attitudlnsJ. -behavior  a  study  (10.) 
was  oondussted  which  showed  the  influence  of  attitudes  an  learning.. 
Attempts  to  show  effects  of  attitude  on  inddent&l  learning  and  perception 
(11)  produced  equivocal  results,  probably  because  of  methodological 
defieianoieso  Another  study  (it)  was  performed  to  study  the  influent# 
of  varbal  habits  on  personality  trait  ratings*  The  atudy  showed  that 
verbal  habits,  operating  alone,  could  influence  pereonality  ratings* 

The  ward  association  technique  mentioned  above,  of fere  sane  proviso  as 
s  simple,  r el labia  end  value  and  valid  weans  of  assessing  attitudes* 

3°  aiaflia  oQtiteri^giaiia:" 

Several  investigations  were  mad*  of  certain  aspects  of  verbal 
behavior,  especially  the  free  association  process.  One  study  shewed 
that  the  associative  output  to  stimulus  words  was  related  to  the 
frequency  with  which  the  stimulus  words  are  used  in  th*  English 
language  (IS)*  Another  study  (21)  showed  that  associative  output 
was  greater  for  attitude* related  verde  than  for  stimulus  words 
unrelated  to  attitudes  A  third  study  (15)  showed  suggestive  evidence 
that  habit  strength  is  an  important  variable  in  determining  tbs 
rocol lability  of  words  and  the  order  la  which  words  arc  recalled  in 
a  simulated  free  Meeelatlon  situation*  One  more  Investigation  (20) 
suggested  that  the  recall  of  verbal  material  was  enhanced  by  spaced 
recall  trials* 

h  last  study  ill)  in  this  arc*  showed  that  expected  changes  in 
iMsutintlw*  resatio©  iiatae,  predicted  from  a  theory  of  the  process  and 
i **i t Ion  of  verbal  btfhavlur,  did  net  occur.- 


>  '  '■* 

Those  studies  all  have  relevance  to  the  developing  interest  L. 
verbal  behavior,  currently  associated  with  c osoamication  or  inferential 
thearyo  They  offer  some  eufficisnt  support  far  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
sone  evidence  negative  for  current  theorising  in  this  area. 

One  other  study  in  the  area  of  verbal  behavior  examined  the  utility 
of  the  distress-relief  quotient  as  a  mesne  of  evaluating  therapentle 
progross  (3)«  Positive  results  wsre  obtainedo 

Twenty -six  studies  have  beta  lumarlsed  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs 
and  in  the  SI  technical  reports  produced  in  this  project  (see  appended 
llst)o  Despite  the  large  number  of  studies  carried  out  it  ean  be  said 
in  conclusion,  that  several  tinea  this  number  of  Investigations  snot  be 
performed  before  firm  answers  to  any  of  the  problem  studied  ean  bo 
'  Mf 
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